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DISSERTATION   PROSPECTUS 

Name _____________________________ Date Submitted _________ Select: AM____  AS____ SC____  

Anticipated Graduation Term & Semester ______________________________ 

1. Title:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
2. Approval of prospectus by student’s Advisor(s): 
(only 1 signature required at time of submission of Dissertation Prospectus to AMSC Graduate Committee)  

Name    Signature___________________  Date___________  

Name    Signature___________________  Date___________  

Name    Signature___________________  Date___________  
 
3. Student’s intended dissertation research area: ____________________________________            

         _____________________________________ 

           
4. Instructions for Dissertation Prospectus:  

 
The AMSC Graduate Committee members reviewing the prospectus may not be experts in the 
student’s research areas, so the prospectus should generally outline: 
 

1. The background, objectives, and significance of the student’s research work 
2. The research work already completed by the student  
3. The research work the student intends to do in the future  

 
The dissertation prospectus can be from 4 to 8 pages long, including references and figures. It should 
provide a motivation for the research; present the main results; supplement them with figures, if 
appropriate; discuss their significance; include a section of “Remaining work” that describes any 
expected results that are to be included in the dissertation; and plans for writing papers on the 
dissertational research, if applicable. The references must include the student’s publications relevant to 
the dissertation.  

 
It is the primary responsibility of the advisor to ensure the student is ready to advance to the next stage 
of their PhD program, and their approval of the prospectus ensures that it meets the standards of their 
research and of the AMSC program. Advisors are required to ensure that these standards are met 
before the student submits the prospectus to the AMSC Graduate Committee. 
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